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FROM THE
BISHOP

IMAGINARY CLOTHES
lmost everyone in Hans Christian Anderson’s fable,
“The Emperor’s New Clothes,” convinced themselves that
the emperor was fully, splendidly dressed – when, indeed,
he didn’t have a stitch on.

A

Five members of the U.S. Supreme Court
would now like us to believe that marriage can
exist between two men or two women – and a
huge number of Americans are ready to accept
the argument, lest they, like the emperor and his
subjects, appear foolish.
The Catholic Church suffers no such confusion
or delusion about marriage. We have, with the
help of the Holy Spirit, long ago worked out a
clear definition of marriage. Gaudium et spes, the
Second Vatican Council’s “Pastoral Constitution
on the Church in the Modern World,” gives a
beautiful treatment, which is condensed in a
couple of canons of the 1983 Code of Canon Law:
PRAY!
FOR OUR
BISHOPS

BY BISHOP R.
DANIEL CONLON

2

The matrimonial covenant, by which a man
and woman establish between themselves
a partnership of the whole of life and which
is ordered by its nature to the good of the
spouses and the procreation and education
of offspring, has been raised by Christ the
Lord to the dignity of a sacrament between
the baptized. (Can. 1055§1) The essential
properties of marriage are unity and
indissolubility ... (Can. 1056)
So, for us, marriage is a covenant, freely made
between a man and a woman, involving an equal
and all-encompassing partnership, which they
intend to be permanent, faithful and open to
children. When both parties are baptized, their
union is also a sacrament.
Not only is this a clear definition of marriage,
it sets the bar high. Why not? As the Rite of
Marriage proclaims, marriage symbolizes the
bond the Father established with all of us through
His Son and is the one blessing that survived the
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Great Flood. God thinks marriage is special, and
He expects us to see it that way.
On the contrary, respect for marriage in our
culture has been declining for decades. High
rates of divorce have undermined the quality
of permanence. No one is shocked by infidelity
proper and its lesser forms, like the use of
pornography. Children are considered optional.
Sexual intimacy outside of marriage, including
cohabitation, has become widely accepted
behavior. Although, fortunately, women are
treated far more equally in marriage these days,
there can also be more walling off of portions of
life between spouses.
One clear sign of the confusion about the
meaning of marriage and its devaluation is the
significant drop in Catholic weddings. Fewer
couples are willing to exchange vows that
express honestly what the Church believes, and
more couples are ineligible because of previous
marriages.
The Church does believe that there is a right
to marry. But, like any right, the right to marry
is not boundless. Freedom of speech? Yes,
but not the right to yell “Fire” needlessly in a
crowded theater. Freedom to marry? Yes, but not
according to concepts based on imaginary or
wishful thinking.
Like it or not, the court will have to wrestle with
the issue in the future. In the meantime, they have
created a very awkward situation. By declaring
marriage to be a “fundamental right” that extends
to people with same-sex attractions, the court
will have a difficult time not applying that right
to those wishing to marry close blood relatives or
wishing to marry more than one person.
Those of us who are secure in a solid definition
of marriage, one we believe came in the
package from the manufacturer, will proceed
as we always have — hopefully with our other
freedoms intact. Some people will rejoice in a
perceived expansion of human rights without
clearly recognizing its impact. Some people will,
understandably, just be confused.
Of course, we want all people to be treated
well. We want all people to feel good about
themselves. Two swindlers convinced an
emperor and most of his subjects that he had a
beautiful set of new clothes, and they convinced
themselves they felt good about it. But there
were no new clothes. No matter what the U.S.
Supreme Court says, there cannot be true
marriage between two men or two women.

ESPAÑOL

CASI TODO EL MUNDO EN LA FÁBULA
DE HANS, "EL NUEVO TRAJE DEL
EMPERADOR," SE CONVENCIERON QUE EL
EMPERADOR ESTABA COMPLETAMENTE,
ESPLÉNDIDAMENTE VESTIDO, CUANDO,
DE HECHO, NO TENÍA UNA PUNTADA.
Cinco miembros de la Corte Suprema de
Estados Unidos ahora quieren que todos
crean que puede existir matrimonio entre dos
hombres o dos mujeres – y un gran número de
los estadounidenses están dispuesto a aceptar el
argumento, no sea que, como el emperador y sus
súbditos, parecen tontos.
La iglesia católica no sufre ninguna confusión
o engaño sobre el matrimonio. Con la ayuda
del Espíritu Santo, hace mucho tiempo que
aclaramos la definición del matrimonio. Gaudium
et spes, del Concilio Vaticano II "Constitución
Pastoral sobre la iglesia en el mundo moderno,"
da un tratamiento hermoso, que se condensa
en un par de cánones del código de derecho
canónico de 1983:
El pacto matrimonial, en que un hombre
y una mujer establecen entre sí una
asociación del conjunto de la vida y que se
ordena por su naturaleza para el bien de
los cónyuges y la procreación y Educación
de la decendencia, se ha elevado por Cristo
Señor a la dignidad de Sacramento entre los
bautizados. (CAN. 1055§1) Las propiedades
esenciales del matrimonio son la unidad y la
indisolubilidad ... (CAN. 1056)
Por lo tanto, para nosotros, matrimonio es un
pacto libremente hecho entre un hombre y una
mujer, que implica una sociedad igual y todo lo
abarca, que pretenden ser permanentes, fieles
y abiertos a los hijos. Cuando ambas partes son
bautizadas, su unión es también un sacramento.
No sólo es una definición clara del matrimonio,
pone el listón muy alto. ¿Por qué no? Como
proclama el rito del matrimonio, el matrimonio

simboliza la Unión del padre con todos nosotros a través de su hijo y es
la única bendición que sobrevivió la gran inundación. Dios piensa que el
matrimonio es especial, y él espera que lo veamos de esa manera.
Por el contrario, respeto para el matrimonio en nuestra cultura
ha estado declinando durante décadas. Las altas tasas de divorcio
han socavado la calidad de permanencia. Nadie se sorprende por
la infidelidad y sus formas menores, como el uso de la pornografía.
Los niños son considerados opcionales. La intimidad sexual
fuera del matrimonio, como la cohabitación, se ha convertido en
comportamiento ampliamente aceptado. Aunque, afortunadamente,
las mujeres son tratadas con más igualdad en el matrimonio estos
días, también puede haber más muros de porciones de la vida entre
los cónyuges.
Una clara señal de la confusión sobre el
significado del matrimonio y de la devaluación
es la disminución significativa de bodas
católicas. Hay menos parejas dispuestas a
Una clara señal de
intercambiar votos que expresan honestamente
la confusión sobre
lo que la iglesia cree y más parejas no son
el significado del
elegibles por matrimonios anteriores.
matrimonio y de
La iglesia cree que existe un derecho al
matrimonio. Pero, como cualquier derecho, el
la devaluación es
derecho a casarse no es ilimitado. ¿Libertad
la disminución
de expresión? Sí, pero no el derecho a gritar
significativa de
"Fuego" innecesariamente en un teatro lleno.
bodas
católicas.
¿Libertad para casarse? Sí, pero no de acuerdo
a conceptos basados en pensamientos
Hay menos parejas
imaginarios o expresión de deseos.
dispuestas a
Guste o no, el Tribunal tendrá que luchar
intercambiar votos
con el problema en el futuro. Mientras tanto,
que expresan
han creado una situación muy incómoda. Al
declarar el matrimonio para ser un "derecho
honestamente
fundamental" que se extiende a personas
lo que la iglesia
con interés de personas del mismo sexo,
cree y más parejas
el Tribunal tendrá momentos difíciles al no
no son elegibles
aplicar ese derecho a quienes deseen casarse
con parientes o los que deseen casarse con
por matrimonios
más de una persona.
anteriores.
Los que estamos seguros en una sólida
definición de matrimonio, una que creemos
vino en el paquete del fabricante, se
procederá como siempre hemos hecho
– Ojalá con nuestras otras libertades intactas. Algunas personas
se regocijarán en una supuesta expansión de los derechos
humanos sin reconocer claramente su impacto. Otras personas,
comprensiblemente, sólo estarán confundidas.
Por supuesto, queremos que todas las personas sean tratadas
bien. Queremos que todas las personas se sientan bien sobre sí
mismos. Dos estafadores convencieron a un emperador y la mayoría
de sus súbditos que él tenía un hermoso traje de ropa nueva, y se
convencieron a sí mismos que se sentían bien con eso. Pero no hubo
ninguna ropa nueva. No importa lo que diga la Corte Suprema, no
puede haber verdadero matrimonio entre dos hombres o dos mujeres.
3

YOUR
COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS
Good Shepherds: Bishop
R. Daniel Conlon was
present for the graduation
of the second group of
priests from the Joliet
Diocese who participated
in the Good Leaders,
Good Shepherd Program
sponsored by the Catholic
Leadership Institute. The
priests attended 29 days
of formation over the past
year-a-half to assist them
in developing their parish
administrative skills by
learning from the example
provided by Jesus as the
ultimate shepherd and
model of leadership.

WHEATON FRANCISCANS
COORDINATE VOLUNTEER DAY TO
HELP OTHERS
STORY BY SISTER GLENNA CZACHOR AND
JEANNE GUILFOYLE

In commemoration of the Year
of Consecrated Life, the Wheaton
Franciscans coordinated a volunteer
day through the JPIC Circle and
the Year of Consecrated Life Circle.
We were thrilled when 56 sisters,
covenant companions, and guests
from the Joliet and Rockford diocese
joined in the Volunteer Day at Our
Lady of the Angels Motherhouse in
Wheaton on Aug. 1.
Through inquiry, we had discovered
that DuPage P.A.D.S. (shelter for
people who are homeless) was in need
of foot-care items for their guests, and
our low-income housing at Marian Park
and Colony Park identified personal
care items as a need for some of their
residents. For the past several months
we have collected donations of these
items, as well as monetary donations to
purchase needed items. The response
was tremendous. The donation
materials were set up in stations
around the auditorium. Volunteers
filled individual “blessing bags” with
a variety of items. In total, volunteers
packed about 150 bags.
Our Prayer Wrap Ministry makes
fleece blankets for patients at Loyola
University Medical Center. The blankets
are cut and then tied with fringe to
create a lovely, warm wrap. On Aug. 1,
volunteers tied 51 fleece blankets to give
to patients at Loyola.
At the end of the morning, the
“blessing bags” and blankets
were gathered in the center of the
auditorium. Volunteers gathered
around the gifts, taking time to
remember the individuals who will be
receiving the bags and the blankets as
we prayed the “Blessing of St. Francis
of Assisi” … “May the Lord bless you,
may the Lord keep you…”
4

CATHOLIC NURSING GROUP
AWARDS TWO NURSING
SCHOLARSHIPS
The Joliet Diocese Council of
Catholic Nurses announced the
awarding of two nursing education
scholarships, presented at the
annual spring luncheon. Each year,
the council considers scholarship
applications from eligible senior
nursing students who reside in the
diocese. The 2015 awardees are Maria
Rossi and Jennifer Krock.
Maria Rossi, a senior nursing student
at Bloomington’s Illinois Wesleyan
University, is a parishioner at St. Mary’s
in Minooka. Maria wrote: “Ever since I
can remember I have had a passion to
help others. That is why I chose nursing.
I love taking care of people & helping
them to the best of my ability. It's such a
satisfying feeling at the end of the day.”
Jennifer Krock, a parishioner of St
Joan of Arc, is a senior nursing student
at Loyola University in Chicago who
will be graduating in December. In
acceptance of the scholarship, Jenny
reflected that “recognizing the history
of service that Christians of all ages
have been called to, it makes me very
proud to be a member of this Catholic
community that works to answering
the Christian’s call to be ‘a servant to
all’ within a nursing capacity.”
More information about the chapter
and its events, including meetings
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and nursing continuing education
opportunities, can be found on the
website, www.catholicnursesjoliet.org.
FATHER GEROLD A. SCHUBERT DIES
Father Gerold Anthony Schubert,
OFM, died on July 31. He was 87
years old. He was surrounded in
love through recent illness by his
family, Franciscan Friars, and parish
community of his most recent church,
St. Mary Immaculate Church, Plainfield.
Father Schubert was born on Nov.
5, 1927, in Chicago. He was ordained
as a Franciscan priest on June 24,
1954, in Teutopolis, IL. He celebrated
61 years as a priest and 68 years in
the Order of Friars Minor this year.
Father Schubert served as pastor,
administrator, teacher, and confessor
in numerous assignments in the
Sacred Heart Province and Diocese of
Joliet: St. Francis Borgia, Washington,
MO; St. George, Hermann MO; St. John
the Baptist, Joliet, IL; St. Jude New
Lenox, IL; St. Anne, Channahon, IL;
St. Patrick, Wilton Center, IL; St. Mary
Immaculate, Plainfield, IL.
He also coordinated campus,
hospital, veterans, and embassy
ministries at Quincy College;
American Embassy, Bonn Germany;
St. Joseph Hospital, Joliet, IL;
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery,
Elwood, IL; Providence Catholic High
School, New Lenox, IL.
Local news continues on pg. 22
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CONSECRATED
LIFE

The Year of
Consecrated
Life was
announced
last year by
Pope Francis.
It began
during the
First Sunday
of Advent
during 2014
and will end
on Feb. 2, 2016.
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ahead, the
magazine will
be celebrating
the year with
articles focusing
on consecrated
life.
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YOUR LIFE

CATHOLIC LIFE

Everyone Has a Vocation
N

o matter what our path in life, the fundamental truth is we have
been called into life. We have been summoned into a mystery
which will take a lifetime to explore. We didn’t simply fall into life.

God freely loved us into existence. In a homily Pope Benedict said, “Each of
us is the result of a thought of God. Each of us is willed, each of us is loved,
each of us is necessary.” We are of immense worth and dignity.

What we are called into is a relationship with
God. We are called to holiness. Whatever path
we take in life is a successful path if it allows us
to awaken to that relationship. The relationship
will transform us and propel us into service of our
brothers and sisters and all of God’s creation.

Life’s debris

STORY BY
FATHER JOHN
WELCH, O.CARM,

who is on the Board
of Members at Joliet
Catholic Academy.
He assists on
weekends at Holy
Family Parish in
Shorewood.

The path to finally accepting God’s love in my
life may be cluttered with debris. My life may not
appear successful in the eyes of others. It may be
that certain dead ends and even outright failures
mark my path. The difficult times become the
occasion for a serious reappraisal. The question
may no longer be, what do I expect from life;
the question becomes, what does life, and God,
expect of me? How do I now respond to the
circumstances of my life?
I may decide I have been on the wrong path
for a long time. Making changes does not entail
a laborious re-tracing of my steps. Gospel stories
tell us Jesus meets us where we are and offers us
acceptance and love. Our challenge is to accept
the love and to allow that love to change us.
Some people hear a call and make radical breaks
from their former lives. Albert Schweitzer, an
accomplished scholar, lecturer, and musician, was
challenged by the Gospel story of the rich man
who lived in luxury, and Lazarus, the poor man
who lived at his gate (Lk 16: 19-31). Schweitzer
entered medical training, became a doctor, and
opened a hospital in Africa, treating thousands of
patients, including hundreds with leprosy.

Career or vocation?
But is it possible to come to acknowledge our
6
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call in life without radically upsetting that life? For
example, why can’t there be a vocation within a
career? We may serve a career by devoting all our
energy to it, but is there a way of seeing that career
as a service to a larger, transcendent reality? It is the
rare job or path in life that does not in some way
contribute to the lives of our brothers and sisters.
Rather than going abroad in our life to find our
call, we might enter more deeply into the life we
are already living. Perhaps we have half-listened
to a call all along. Now we need to hear it more
clearly and live it more intentionally. To outside
eyes, nothing has changed. But looked at more
closely, what has changed is how we are living
our life. We are finding God, and God’s will, in the
dailyness of events. We have taken a path that
has brought us back home.
Some individuals discern a call to directly
assist others in their situations of need. Others,
however, serve the world by developing a talent
or a skill which in its own way brings life to others.
Think of the baseball player whose skills delight
followers of the game. Think of the architect, the
landscaper, the business person, the homemaker.
Lived as an expression of faith and in service of
the larger community, these daily lives give glory
to God. Ordinary tasks become acts of adoration
and worship. And many people find ways to blend
their day job with more direct service of the poor.
Actually, the whole universe is summoned.
Pope Francis reminds us that all creation has a
vocation. “The entire material universe speaks of
God’s love, his boundless affection for us. Soil,
water, mountains: everything is, as it were, a
caress of God.” (Laudato Si’, no. 84) Our vocation
becomes clearer when we see ourselves as part
of a universe praising God by being itself.

CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

STORY AND
PHOTOGRAPHY BY
MAGGIE SNOW

FINDING SUPPORT
THROUGH CHALLENGING TIMES
Deborah is a warm and friendly woman who has always enjoyed
gardening, reading, and spending time with her friends and family.
She had a successful career in non-profit administration and project
management. Two years ago, Deborah’s life changed dramatically.
basis and says, “It turns out
A variety of health problems,
that a male perspective is
including fibromyalgia and
exactly what I need.” Prior to
post-traumatic stress disorder,
coming to Catholic Charities
forced her resign from her
for counseling, she saw nearly
fulfilling career. Unable to fully
10 different counselors and
support or care for herself,
feels that Neil is the best
she moved from her own
fit. “He’s good at what he
apartment into a home with
does,” Deborah reports. “He’s
her brother and his family.
authentic and very personable.”
Deborah started to spend more
With Neil’s help, Deborah has
time in bed. The loss of her job
made tremendous progress.
and independence created “a
“Things are looking better in
lost sense of self-worth and
a lot of ways,” she says. She’s
identity,” she remembers.
learning to identify herself based
Having experienced major
on who she is and not what she
depression in the past, Deborah
does. Recently, Neil encouraged
recognized that she was feeling
Deborah to start blogging about
those same symptoms again.
her experiences, and she’s found
She knew that she needed to
that to be therapeutic. She’s also
find help – and fast.
learning to enjoy her hobbies in
Deborah learned that Catholic
new ways. Although medical
Charities, Diocese of Joliet,
conditions make her
provided counseling
less mobile, Deborah
services and called
The
has started visiting
their Lombard
Catholic
parks and spending
office to make
Ministries Annual
Appeal provides
time in nature on a
an appointment.
$1.2 MILLION in
scooter.
Initially, she was
funding every year
Although it
nervous when she
for Catholic
can be difficult
was matched with
Charities.
to reach out and
therapist, Neil Wright.
accept help during
Although he was nice
challenging times, Deborah
and knowledgeable, she
suggests looking at it from this
admits, “He’s a young male, and
perspective: “A therapist is a
I wasn’t sure it was the right fit
part of your support team –
for me.” However, she decided
like a doctor or a dentist. It’s
to give it a shot.
another tool in your toolbox,”
Today, Deborah sees Neil for
she said.
therapy sessions on a weekly

Catholic Charities Counseling Services
provides outpatient counseling throughout
the Diocese of Joliet from several offices.
Individual, group, family, and couples therapy
are provided, in addition to specialized
services, such as anger management groups
and preventative education programs.
Special accommodations can be made for
individuals and families who are struggling
financially, and who qualify for services at a
reduced fee. Most insurance is accepted.

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS
Our staff include several child and adolescent
counselors who provide individual and family
counseling for youth and their families. Our
staff is trained in a variety of specialties to
intervene with troubled youth who experience
emotional and behavioral difficulties:
adjustment issues, attachment disorders,
oppositional and defiant behavior, conduct
problems, school difficulties, social skills
deficits, and childhood depression and anxiety.

COUPLES COUNSELING
Our staff is trained and experienced in
providing marital therapy, pre-marriage
evaluations and counseling.

ADULTS
Counseling staff has broad experience working
with adults who are attempting to cope with
a wide spectrum of life problems: anxiety,
depression, life transitions, experiences of loss
and bereavement, interpersonal difficulties,
and developmental disabilities.

FAMILY COUNSELING
The counseling program offers family
counseling in conjunction with child and
adolescent counseling.

SENIOR
For older adults who are attempting to
cope with life transitions, which may include
physical, financial, and emotional factors,
our counselors offer compassionate and
supportive therapy geared to the losses that
inevitably accompany the aging process.
Medicare Part B coverage is accepted.

TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT CATHOLIC CHARITIES, PLEASE VISIT
CATHOLICCHARITIESJOLIET.ORG.
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT,
CALL 815.730.4891.
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YOUR LIFE
ASK THE
PRIEST

Extending the

Lordship of Christ
September is a great month. The leaves begin to
change. The continual sweating comes to an end.
The Bears will defeat the Packers on the 13th.

STORY BY

Father Michael
Pawlowicz, a
parochial vicar
at St. Mary’s
Parish in West
Chicago.

8

As you are celebrating the win on Sunday, it
might be worthwhile to ask what happens on
the following day. Monday, Sept. 14, is the feast
of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. On this day,
Christendom commemorates St. Helen’s finding of
the Cross of the Lord in Jerusalem. Many parishes
have tiny pieces of that very Cross as relics; you
should ask you pastor if you have one and ask
him to put out the relic for veneration!
While the finding of the Cross is marked as a
feast day (have an extra cookie!), the Cross itself
has often become so familiar to us that we forget
its power. We make the sign of the cross to begin
praying. Every parish church in the world is to
have a crucifix in a central location. We have
crosses in our rooms, we hang them from our
necks … we have them everywhere. As with most
things, with such familiarity it is easy to overlook
something’s importance.
The Cross has long been considered as Christ’s
throne. A throne belongs only to a king. The
Crucified One whom you gaze upon is none
other than the One whom we address as Lord.
We hear the words “kingdom of God” all the
time, but perhaps we do not really understand
what means. To speak of the kingdom of God
and to address Jesus as Lord means to accept
the kingship of the Jesus in your very life. A king
owns everything in his land. A king has total
control over his subjects and his territory. So
often – myself included – we give to the Lord
Jesus only what we want to give to Him.
To live under the Lordship of Christ is what it
means to be a child of God. Many cry out “Lord,
Lord!” only when it suits them, only when they
need something. Many cry out “Lord, Lord” as
though through the window, calling out to a
neighbor in the next house. I’ll only bother Him
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when I need some sugar, or when I have prepared
my house for dinner. Many cry out “Lord, Lord,”
as long as the Mass does not interrupt the Bears
game. These are precisely the ones of whom Jesus
says, “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,'
shall enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 7:21).
To extend the Lordship of Jesus is specifically
the realm of the laity. The Church already
belongs to Christ, although we constantly need
repentance and purification. It is the world that
most desperately needs to hear the words of the
King: “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls” (Mt 11:28-29).
This week, how will you extend the Lordship of
Christ? How will you lift high the Cross? Surely,
they shall know we are Christians by our love …
but “faith comes from what is heard, and what is
heard comes by the preaching of Christ” (Rom
10:17). Find someone who does not know Jesus
well and speak to them about Him. Start talking
about the Bears and then shift to Jesus. Use His
name! To lift high – to exult – the Cross is the
same as preaching the name of Jesus. To live the
Lordship of Jesus is extend His reign.

YOUR LIFE
CONSECRATED
LIFE

The Journey to
Becoming a Wheaton
Franciscan Sister
Sister Trish Villarreal, FCJM, thought
about becoming a religious sister for a
long time. Almost 20 years to be exact.
She first felt the call when she was an
undergraduate student at Northern
Illinois University.
The Franciscan
Sisters, Daughters
of the Sacred Hearts
of Jesus and Mary
– an international
congregation that is
locally known as the
Wheaton Franciscans
– had a house of
discernment in DeKalb, IL. The home
was a place where women could stay
to discern if they wanted to pursue a
vocation in the religious life. She lived
there during her junior and senior years
and was interested in such a vocation.
After graduating, she decided she
needed to experience life first to make
sure she was entering religious life for
the right reasons, she said.
So for years she lived a regular life,
paying off her student loans, pursuing
a career and owning a home. She
stayed connected to the Wheaton
Franciscans as a Covenant Member,
which is a lay associate member.
However, she continued to feel that
call to vowed religious life.

During the 20 years of trying to
accomplish all the things that gave
her the assurance that she was not
running from life but rather running
toward the life she had been called to
live, she constantly asked God, “How
will I know I’m ready?” Then she awoke
one day feeling absolutely certain that
she could now finally respond to the
call. She had done what was hers to
do except for one thing: to become a
Wheaton Franciscan sister. She could
now say yes with a free and open heart
to the calling that had been stirring in
her for the past 20 years. The journey
had been long and hard to get to this
point, and it was now the right time
and for the right reasons, she said.
“There’s never been a regret,” she
said. “It’s been the right life for me.
It is an awesome, wonderful life. It
is a fulfilling and life-giving way to
respond to God's call. It has given
me the opportunity to be a loving
Hispanic religious presence. I have had
the privilege to be able to respond to
the needs of the Hispanic community,
serving as a counselor and a teacher.”
The congregation she belongs to
was founded by Mother Clara Pfaender
in 1860 in Olpe, Germany. Because of
severe religious persecution under the
German government’s Kulturkampf
laws in the mid 1870s, Mother Clara
often partnered with laity in ministry,
noting that “unusual situations call
for unusual actions.” Mother Clara
also responded to calls for her
sisters’ ministries in the Netherlands
and France, where provinces were
established in the 1870s, as well as in
the United States. Today, the sisters
are active in Indonesia, Romania,
Malawi, East Timor, and Brazil, with its
international headquarters in Rome.

OPEN HOUSE: The Wheaton Franciscans will
sponsor an open house and tour on Sept. 13 at
the Wheaton Franciscan Sisters Motherhouse
Campus, 26W171 Roosevelt Road, Wheaton.
The liturgy will start at 10 a.m., with
refreshments, a self-guided tour and a ministry
fair to begin at 11:15 a.m. A communal prayer
service will begin at 1 p.m. at the Our Lady of
Angels Chapel.

Sisters from the congregation
came to the United States in 1872
in response to a pastor’s request
for sisters to provide health care
to a growing German immigrant
population in St. Louis. The provincial
headquarters were situated in St. Louis
until 1947 when the sisters moved to
Wheaton, a more centrally located
base for growing ministries in Missouri,
Wisconsin, Iowa and Colorado. Though
the sisters’ ministries centered on
health care, the congregation also has
a strong history in care of orphans
and teaching, and, since the 1960s, in
housing ministries. It also sponsors a
large Catholic health care and housing
system dedicated to serving the poor.
The mission of the U.S. province of
the congregation is to live the Gospel
life, which is discovered in prayer and
community. Through a loving presence
and service, the religious sisters foster
personal and community growth as
they respond to the needs of the
Church and the times.
Sister Villarreal said there is this
preconceived notion that religious
life is all the same, regardless of what
community people join.
“It really makes a difference which
community you choose,” she said.
“Each community has its own flavor,
its own way of expressing religious
life. What is a fit in one community
doesn't work in another community.
If you feel called, there's a community
out there that is the right one for you.
I would encourage women to do the
work of finding the congregation that
matches who she is so that she can
bring forth her ‘best self’."
FOR MORE INFORMATION, GO TO
WWW.WHEATONFRANCISCANS.ORG.

CHECK IT OUT
Sister Diane Przyborowski, provincial directress for
the Wheaton Franciscans, talks about vocations to
the religious life as part of a series celebrating Pope
Francis’ call for a Year of Consecrated Life. You can
watch the video here: HTTP://BIT.LY/1IYUMSR
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YOUR FAITH

WORLD MEETING
OF FAMILIES

Francis and 		
the Family

H

E IS COMING: SOON! From Sept. 22-27, our country will welcome Pope Francis for his
visit on the occasion of the World Meeting of Families. I fondly remember the visit of Pope
Benedict XVI to the United States in 2007. During those few days, I had the privilege of
attending various events in Washington, D.C., and New York. Having attended World Youth Days in
Toronto, Madrid, and Sydney, I found that his visit in 2007 took on the same excitement. We were up
early, waiting in long lines and large crowds, joining thousands of people using public transportation,
eating meals on the run – all for the opportunity of a glimpse of the successor of St. Peter in our
midst. Anyone who has been in the presence of the Holy Father (even in the midst of a large crowd!)
can tell you that it is an extraordinarily grace-filled experience, worth every sacrifice.

STORY BY SISTER
CECILIA JOSEPH

Principal of
St. Jude Catholic
School in Joliet.
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At the end of this month, we will have the
same opportunity. The visit of Pope Francis to
Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia will provide an
occasion to be re-energized in our Catholic faith: to
allow the Holy Spirit strengthen us, both individually
and as a country, with the grace to remain faithful to
the teachings of Christ and to live our faith with new
vigor, vitality, charity, and mercy.
Why is Pope Francis coming to our country?
Precisely for the family. At this time in history when
family life is strongly under attack, he comes with a
message to strengthen the family in its foundational
role and vocation. The Holy Father has reminded us
that the family is the essential cell of society and
the Church, a privileged place of passing on the
faith. Pope Francis comes to reaffirm families to live
their noble vocation with courage.
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During his pontificate, Pope Francis has made
the family the topic of homilies and General
Audiences. His words, ever so practical, speak to
the heart of daily life. Below are some excerpts
from recent addresses:
Those who celebrate the sacrament [of marriage]
say, ‘I promise to be true to you, in joy and in
sadness, in sickness and in health; I will love you and
honor you all the days of my life.’ At that moment,
the couple does not know what will happen, nor
what joys and pains await them. They are setting
out, like Abraham, on a journey together. And
that is what marriage is! Setting out and walking
together, hand in hand, putting yourselves in the
Lord’s powerful hands. Hand in hand, always and
for the rest of your lives. (Oct. 26, 2013)

It is true that there are many difficulties in married
life, when there is insufficient work or money,
when the children have problems. So much to
contend with. And many times the husband and
wife become a little fractious and argue between
themselves. They argue, this is how it is, there is
always arguing in marriage, sometimes the plates
even fly. Yet we must not become saddened by this,
this is the human condition. The secret is that love
is stronger than the moment when there is arguing,
and therefore I always advice spouses: do not let
a day when you have argued end without making
peace. Always! And to make peace it isn’t necessary
to call the United Nations to come to the house and
make peace. A little gesture is sufficient, a caress,
and then let it be! Until tomorrow! And tomorrow
begin again. And this is life, carrying on, carrying on
with courage and the desire to live together. And
this is truly great, it is beautiful! (April 2, 2014)

Married life is such a beautiful thing, and we must
treasure it always, treasure the children… There
are three words that always need to be said, three
words that need to be said at home: may I, thank
you, and sorry. The three magic words. May I: so
as not to be intrusive in the life of the spouses.
May I, but how does it seem to you? May I, please
allow me. Thank you: to thank one’s spouse; thank

PHOTO BY ED YAKOVICH

With trust in God’s faithfulness, everything can
be faced responsibly and without fear. Christian
spouses are not naive; they know life’s problems
and temptations. But they are not afraid to be
responsible before God and before society. They
do not run away, they do not hide, they do not
shirk the mission of forming a family and bringing
children into the world. But today, Father, it is
difficult … Of course it is difficult! That is why we
need the grace, the grace that comes from the
sacrament! The sacraments are not decorations
in life — what a beautiful marriage, what a
beautiful ceremony, what a beautiful banquet …
But that is not the sacrament of marriage. That
is a decoration! Grace is not given to decorate
life but rather to make us strong in life, giving us
courage to go forwards! … Christians celebrate
the sacrament of marriage because they know
they need it! (Oct. 26, 2013)

PHILADELPHIA

you for what you did for me, thank you for this.
That beauty of giving thanks! And since we all
make mistakes, that other word which is a bit hard
to say but which needs to be said: sorry. Please,
thank you, and sorry. With these three words,
with the prayer of the husband for the wife and
vice versa, by always making peace before the
day comes to an end, marriage will go forward.
The three magic words, prayer and always making
peace. (April 2, 2014)

‘Can I, may I?’ This is the polite request to enter the
life of another with respect and care. One should
learn how to ask: may I do this? Would you like for
us to do this? Should we take up this initiative, to
educate our children in this way? Do you want to
go out tonight? ... In short, to ask permission means
to know how to enter with courtesy into the lives of
others. Pay attention to this: to know how to enter
with courtesy into the lives of others. It’s not easy,
not easy at all. Sometimes, however, manners are
used in a heavy way, like hiking boots! True love
does not impose itself harshly and aggressively ...
And today in our families, in our world, which is
frequently violent and arrogant, there is so much
need for courtesy. And this can begin at home.
(Feb. 14, 2014)

WORLD
MEETING
OF FAMILIES
Sept. 22:
Opening
Ceremony
and Evening
Mass
Sept. 23-25:
Masses and
Keynote
sessions
Sept. 25:
Closing
Ceremony
Sept. 26:
Festival of
Families
Sept. 27:
Papal Mass

As we move toward the World Meeting of Families
and the visit of Pope Francis, let us increase our
prayer for families throughout the world. May the
Lord bless us with holy witnesses to the beauty of
marriage and family life. Mary, Queen of Families,
pray for us!

LEARN MORE
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES, VISIT WWW.WORLDMEETING2015.ORG
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YOUR
STORIES

COVER STORY

THE JOLIET FRANCISCAN SISTERS:

150 Years of Service

For just a moment, think about
your own lifetime. How much
history have you witnessed?
Probably quite a bit. Now imagine
the amount of history you will
have experienced if your lifetime
encompassed 150 years and
counting. This year, on Aug. 2 to
be exact, the Sisters of St. Francis
of Mary Immaculate, also known
as the Joliet Franciscan Sisters,
celebrated 150 years of service to
God and community. They have
traveled through six generations
of history and, along the way,
made some history of their own.
12

In their lifetime, the Joliet Franciscan Sisters witnessed the Wright
Brothers take flight in Kitty Hawk, Charles Lindbergh cross the Atlantic, and
Neil Armstrong become the first person to walk on the moon. Alexander
Graham Bell invented the telephone, laying the groundwork for the ability to
communicate with people around the universe in more ways than even he
could have possibly imagined.
Over their 150 years, the sisters opened classroom doors, and thousands of
students walked through to meet teachers who would help them learn about
God, the world and themselves. They founded the Franciscan Learning Center,
St. Francis Academy (now Joliet Catholic Academy) and the College of St.
Francis (now known as the University of St. Francis), all in Joliet. The sisters
taught in schools across the Diocese of Joliet, the Archdiocese of Chicago,
towns in Illinois and the United States. As the immigrant population of the U.S.
grew, sisters who spoke German, Slovak and Polish were sought by pastors
needing teachers who could teach the children of their growing parishes.
Today, you will find Joliet Franciscan Sisters are still involved in all levels of
education – as administrators, teachers, campus ministers and librarians.
In their lifetime, there have been too many wars and too many casualties
of these wars to count. Disasters, both natural and man-made, were
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Sister Rosemary Fonck (left) and Sister Marie Schramko at the latter’s
80th Jubilee. At the age of 98, Sister Marie still serves as an assistant
principal at Cardinal Gibbons High School in Ft. Lauderdale, FL.

vehicles by which people from all stations in life worked
together to help their neighbors both next door and
across the globe. Through it all, the sisters continued
to pray for peace and for the people of God around the
world. They wrote letters to former students serving our
country providing a spiritual presence and the support of
a friend from their lives back home. The sisters gave their
support to relief efforts working to rescue and care for
those affected by earthquakes and hurricanes.
In their lifetime, the Joliet Franciscan Sisters witnessed the
end of slavery and the amendment giving women the right
to vote. The Equal Rights Amendment was passed, 14 states
entered the union, and 27 United States presidents took the
Oath of Office, among them the first Roman Catholic and
the first African American.
In the late 1800s, the sisters founded Guardian Angel
Home, which started as an orphanage out of necessity and
eventually became a social service agency responding to
the continually changing needs of women and children.
In 1877, the sisters began ministering to the incarcerated
in Stateville Prison in Joliet, later founding the Center for
Correctional Concerns at the Adult Detention Center of Will
County, an educational program which has assisted more
than 1,800 inmates in securing their GEDs. The sisters are
still involved with the program. The sisters fulfilled one of
Mother Alfred Moe’s dreams of working with the Native
American population in northern Wisconsin. (Mother Alfred
was the founder of the congregation.) Their work, which
began in 1879 in Bayfield, Wisconsin, still continues today.
The sisters began Our Lady of Mercy School in Granville,
Ohio, in 1932 as a traditional elementary school, which
through growing needs became a school dedicated
fully to children with mental disabilities in the early
1940s. Marybrook Academy, in Maumee, Ohio, was a
boarding school for teenage girls of all religious faiths
with behavioral problems where the sisters served for 23
years. In 1945 the sisters found themselves teaching in a
two-room school at St. Mary’s in Fairfield, Alabama. All
of the students were black and not a single Catholic child
was enrolled. But by the end of 1962, the
school was a two-story building in a parish
of over 400 baptized Catholics. The sisters
served there until 1980.
In 1962, the sisters founded Our Lady of
Angels Retirement Home to respond to
the needs of not just their aging sisters but
lay individuals, as well. They have provided
care for many who are in the later stages of
their lives when they are most vulnerable.
By praying with a person, lending an ear,
holding a hand or being a quiet presence to
some of the residents, the sisters make an
impact on the quality of another’s life.

STORY BY
NAN NAGL,

the mission
advancement
director for the
Joliet Franciscan
Sisters.
In their lifetime, 11 cardinals were elevated to the papacy,
the most recent taking the name Francis. The sisters
responded to Pope John XXIII’s 1963 call to serve God’s
people in Latin America by founding their mission in Brazil.
What started with just four sisters from the U.S. arriving
in Santa Helena, Brazil, covered in red dust in the dark
of night has grown into a mission now in its 53rd year.
North and South American Joliet Franciscans working
side by side, going where God sent them, are ministering
in schools and parishes, touching the lives of those whom
they were sent to serve.
In their lifetime, the Second Vatican Council took place
and changes in the Church began, changes that affected
the sisters. No longer only in the classrooms, the sisters
expanded their ministries in the U.S. to include pastoral
associates, directors of religious education, chaplaincies,
healthcare and social service workers, artists and musicians,
among many others. Through their Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation Commission, the sisters work to
educate the public about issues some among us will shy
away from: human trafficking and racism. Through the
annual Bluestem Earth Festival, the sisters, along with
associates, are bringing usable information about caring for
the earth which has been entrusted to us.
In their lifetimes, the sisters have
influenced thousands of lives. Undoubtedly
there are some among you reading this to
whom a Joliet Franciscan sister has been
a teacher, colleague or friend. You are a
part of their still-unfolding history, a part of
their still-growing lifetime, just as they are
part of yours.
Current Joliet Franciscan president, Sister
Dolores Zemont, stands with a portrait photo of the
congregation’s foundress and first superior, Mother
Alfred Moes.
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STORY BY
George Carr and
Joe Langenderfer

YOUR STORY
CANONIZATION

LOCAL CLUB CELEBRATES CANONIZATION OF

BLESSED JUNIPERO SERRA
AT THE NATIONAL SHRINE IN WASHINGTON, D.C., THIS SEPTEMBER,
POPE FRANCIS WILL CANONIZE AN 18TH-CENTURY MISSIONARY
FOR WHOM A CATHOLIC LAY MOVEMENT IS NAMED.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
on being a
guest at a Serra
Club meeting
or becoming
a member,
contact John
Matyasik, Serra
Club president,
at 630.947.5672
or jmatyasik@
serradupage.com.

14

Blessed Junipero Serra was born in Mallorca,
Spain, in 1713. He was educated at the local school
administered by the Franciscan Friars and joined
the religious order when he was 18 years old.
For half of his priestly ministry he taught at the
Lullian University in Palma, Spain. Called by God to
missionary service in the New World in 1749, upon
his arrival at Vera Cruz, Mexico, he walked 250
miles to Mexico City to begin intense missionary
training. He eventually travelled to Baja, Ca., and
during the next 35 years founded the first nine of
the now famous California missions. Fray Serra, the
great evangelizer and apostle of California, died at
his San Carlos Mission on Aug. 28, 1784, while lying
beside the crucifix that he carried with him to the
New World.
Fray Junipero Serra was beatified by St. John
Paul II in 1988. At the time, then Pope John Paul
II had this to say, “At crucial moments in human
affairs, God raises up men and women whom
he thrusts into roles of decisive importance for
the future development of both society and the
Church.” St. John Paul II could also have been
speaking about the organization that today bears
Blessed Junipero Serra’s name: Serra International.
In 1935 four devout Catholic businessmen began
meeting weekly for a social lunch that included
prayer and discussion of their Catholic values
related to their own vocations. The conversations
quickly evolved into priestly vocations and the
importance of lay involvement in promoting this
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necessary blessing to the Church.
Determined in their efforts to pray for and
advocate for priestly vocations, the four
men, inspired by Fray Junipero Serra’s own
determination and personal motto, “Always
forward, Never back,” adopted the name of the
Franciscan missionary for their organization. In a
short time the Serra movement was launched and
has evolved into Serra International.
The non-profit organization, headquartered in
Chicago, currently has 21,000 members in 1,170
Serra Clubs in 46 countries on six continents.
The mission of Serra International and its clubs are:
1) T
 o foster and promote vocations to the
ministerial priesthood in the Catholic
Church as a particular vocation to service
and to support priests in their sacred
ministry;
2) To encourage and affirm vocations to
consecrated religious life in the Catholic
Church;
3) To assist its members to recognize and
respond in their own lives to God’s call to
holiness in Jesus Christ and through the
Holy Spirit
Chartered in 1957, the Serra Club of DuPage
County and its 52 members – men and women
from all walks of life – fulfill the Serran mission
primarily with a focus on fostering vocations

STORY BY
Carlos Briceño

SERRA CLUB OF DUPAGE PROMOTES VOCATIONS
At crucial moments in
human affairs, God raises up
men and women whom he
thrusts into roles of decisive
importance for the future
development of both society
and the Church.

in the Diocese of Joliet. The club meets once
a month on the third Monday for dinner and
thought-provoking talks offered by a variety
of speakers, including priests, seminarians,
authors and diocesan officials. The evening of
inspirational fellowship is preceded by recitation
of a rosary for vocations and the celebration of
the Eucharist. For several years, St. Petronille
Church in Glen Ellyn has served as the location
for these Serra Club meetings.
In addition to the monthly meetings and
individual vocation work in their parishes, Serra
members volunteer their time, treasure and
talent in support of the important work
of Father Burke Masters, the diocesan
vocations director. An example of this
support is the annual “Seminarian
Sendoff” the club has sponsored in August
for 40 years. At this dinner event, our
seminarians and their families experience the
spirit of joy and goodwill that nearly 400 people
from across the diocese, most prominently, Bishop
R. Daniel Conlon, have for priestly vocations. Other
activities of the Serra Club that support Father
Master’s vocation work include the Vocation
Prayer Calendar and Seminarian “Baseball” Cards.
All Serrans continue to be inspired by soonto-be Saint Junipero Serra’s dedicated life of
evangelization as we continue to foster and
promote vocations in the Catholic Church –
“Always forward, Never back.”

As president of the Serra Club of DuPage County, John
A. Matyasik, a parishioner at St. Pius X in Lombard,
views the need for priests in the diocese and throughout
the country as a problem that requires action. And, so
he and other members of the Serra Club try their best
to raise awareness for the need of vocations for the
priesthood and the religious life.
The club has sponsored the production of seminarian cards, which are
like the cards that feature professional baseball players – except these
contain the photos and information about seminarians in the diocese
who are discerning to become priests. The cards have been sent to sixth,
seventh and eighth graders at Catholic schools in the diocese. And Serra
Club members were involved at a diocesan vocations conference for
junior high school and first-year high school students.
He said he was heartened to talk to students about what the Serra
Club is about and to encourage them to consider a possible vocation
to the priesthood or religious life. The club is also the sponsor of a
Seminarian Sendoff, which occurs in August and which is a way for
seminarians to be acknowledged and encouraged before they return to
their studies at the start of the school year.
He’s been to several conventions involving Serra International.
(The USA Council and Serra International are based in Chicago.) One
highlight was a convention in Sacramento, which is where a statute
of Blessed Junipero Serra, the 18th-century Spanish missionary who
evangelized in California and built the first of the state’s famous
mission churches, is located. Matyasik, naturally, took photos of the
statute while he was there, he said.
He also went to another convention in Houston, which has five
active Serra Clubs in that city. The Diocese of Joliet has only one club,
in DuPage County, but Matyasik and club members are working on
expanding. They are looking into the possibility of establishing a Serra
Club in Will County, he said.
Matyasik joined the Serra Club in 2009 after being involved with a
group of people at Ss. Peter and Paul in Naperville who mentioned
the club. That made him interested in attending a meeting that
the Serra Club holds every month, usually on the third Monday
of the month at St. Petronille’s Parish in Glen Ellyn. The meetings
usually start with the recitation of the rosary for vocations at
6 p.m., with the celebration of a Mass afterward. A dinner and a
guest speaker are also part of the evening.
He has enjoyed being a member of the club so much that he is now
president of it. He believes that it is vital that vocations be encouraged
and promoted. To that end, Father Burke Masters, the diocesan director
of vocations, has assigned seminarians to various parishes, where they
go out and talk in front of the parish members telling them about their
lives and encouraging their support and prayers.
“We need prayer, but we need active people,” Matyasik said. “We
need people to be active in their parishes and do what they can to
promote vocations.”
FOR MORE INFORMATION
about the Serra Club of DuPage, go to www.serradupage.org/
or email John Matyasik at jmatyasik@serradupage.com.
15

YOUR STORY
SOCIAL JUSTICE

ENCOUNTERING CHRIST IN OTHERS
THROUGH CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
his has been a summer of encounter for me and a time of great personal and spiritual
growth. I owe it all to my experiences working out of the diocesan Office of Human Dignity,
serving as the summer intern for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD). In the spirit
of encounter, I want to be authentically open with you by sharing a little bit about me.

T

STORY BY
EMILY WILLIAMS

16

Although I am a native of Crest Hill, I am
finishing up my undergraduate degree at John
Carroll University (JCU) in Cleveland, OH, with
degrees in theology/religious studies and Spanish.
JCU is an awesome place rooted in deep Jesuit
tradition; there is no way to leave that school
and not feel passionate about social justice and
dreaming of a better world!
But, during my time at JCU, I was ruined forever,
as the Jesuits will joke. I was “ruined” in the sense
that I will never be able to disassociate myself
with the injustices I witness in the world. I was
“ruined” in the sense that I feel so deeply called
to transformation by the Gospel message. I am
“ruined” because my life has been forever changed
in the best way possible. As my time at John
Carroll comes to a close — I graduate at the end
of this year — it is time to move from dreaming of
that better world to acting in ways that will bring
“thy Kingdom come.” This move to action is what
landed me in a cubicle in the Office for Human
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Dignity of the Diocese of Joliet.
My father was the first person to encourage
me to apply for the internship for the CCHD. “The
CCHD?” I thought, “What is that?” And so began
the journey of aligning myself to the justice work
that is being done by the Catholic Church. The
Catholic Campaign for Human Development
began in 1970 as a response to the abundance
of injustices witnessed by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). The
campaign takes to action the themes of Catholic
Social Teaching, which embody the love of Christ
in a way that inextricably connects this love with
love of neighbor. For the past 45 years, the CCHD
has been the USCCB’s domestic anti-poverty
campaign, which awards grants to groups who
are working to bring justice.
The two-fold mission of the CCHD is to, first,
address the root problems of poverty through
the grant-giving programs, and, second, to
educate the non-poor about issues and facts

surrounding poverty in order to build solidarity
and community between the poor and non-poor.
One common theme that CCHD shares with my
personal goals is the sense of empowering others
to respond to their own situation in order to
create a better future. I believe that empowering
them is crucial to restoring and respecting the
dignity of a person.
I also recognize that I am not a savior. I am not
able to go into a situation outside of my own
personal lived experience and tell someone how
to make it better. That’s why I love the CCHD’s
mission of “helping people help themselves.” The
CCHD is an opportunity for today’s parishioners
to take on the challenge which Pope Francis
gave us during his World Youth Day visit to Brazil
in 2013: “Never tire of working for a more just
world, marked by greater solidarity! No one can
remain insensitive to the inequalities that persist
in the world! Everybody, according to his or her
particular opportunities and responsibilities,
should be able to make a personal contribution to
putting an end to so many social injustices.”
So the past 10 weeks I have spent participating
in a summer of encounter. I met with pastors, with
grantee organizations, attended social justice
meetings, and went on numerous coffee dates
with active members of the community. Building
these relationships has been a blessing, as each
time I encounter a person, I encounter Christ.
I sat in on a meeting of the Southwest
Suburban Immigrant Project (SSIP) where
information was being provided on how to fill out
paperwork for people eligible for Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and understanding
the criteria for further immigration legislation. I
visited the Warren-Sharpe Community Center and
met children excited about planting their gardens
and having their days filled with activities, fun,
and security. I was able to meet with a woman
who has dedicated her life to incarcerated men
and women and those who are working towards
successful reintegration into their communities.
The amount of work being done is tremendous,
and that is sure proof of God’s unwavering love
for humanity. I pray that our pastors continue
to share with you the good news of the CCHD
because your donations during the national
collection, on Nov. 21, will directly affect our
communities and our future.
As the intern, these relationships were readily

available for me to immerse myself in, but I knew
from the first day in the office I wanted to bring
others into relationship as well. This is why I chose
my summer project to be “The Challenge of
Poverty — The Hope of Human Development: A
Community Night for Poverty Awareness.” After
weeks of preparation for the event, which
took place in late July, people from around
EMILY WILLIAMS
the diocese gathered at the Blanchette
Catholic Center to hear the good works of
the CCHD and dig deeper into the effects
of Catholic Social Teaching on each of our
lives. Witnessing the diverse crowd connect
over issues of poverty and the Gospel call
to justice was beautiful.
This summer was the most formative
summer of my life. My worldview has
been enhanced; I grew in my faith and
came to appreciate Catholic Social
Teaching more than I ever imagined. I
have become aware of new issues which
challenge me to learn new perspectives
and empathize with new realities. Now when I
drive the same streets I have driven all my life, I
"My worldview has
see different store fronts and associate areas with
been enhanced ...
organizations and people I have met there. I feel
I have become
a deeper sense of community and connection to
aware of new
everyone I see walking on the street.
My faith has been thoroughly enriched through
issues which
the experience of the internship. I recognized my
challenge me
dependency on Christ when I felt frustrated or
to learn new
like I could not do enough; I knew the Spirit was
perspectives and
alive and working through each success and in
every failure. My faith influenced my internship
empathize with
because I wanted to focus my internship on
new realities.
building relationships with others that were
Now when I drive
reflective of my relationship with Christ. I came to
the same streets I
understand that Catholic Social Teaching offers
language for unspoken passions and our desire
have driven all my
for solidarity and community. This language is
life, I see different
helpful because now, using that language, we can
store fronts and
enter into conversations of faith with one another.
associate areas
The most difficult part of Catholic Social Teaching
is the change it invites you to make in your life.
with organizations
Sometimes the changes that you feel called to, in
and people I have
order to live it out, make life more uncomfortable
met there. "
in a temporal sense but ultimately enrich your
livelihood and spirituality.
Although I do not know the plans the Lord has for
me, I know that I will always carry this experience
with me and continue to seek Christ in others.
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP: AUGUST 6, 2015

Boy Scout Leadership

Dear Pastors,
You may be aware that on July 27 the National Executive Board of the Boy Scouts of America ratified
a resolution stating that no adult may be barred from registration as an employee or “non-unit serving
volunteer” because of “sexual orientation”. However, all units (Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Exploring,
and Venturing) are to remain free in selecting their own adult leaders in accord with the values of the
chartering organization (church, school, civic organization, etc.).
The purpose of this letter is to clarify the matter as it applies to the Diocese of Joliet, especially in our
parishes and schools.
First, I personally consider Scouting to be a valuable tool for the formation of our youth that dovetails
well with our other youth formation efforts. Scouting was an important part of my growing up, and
I will always be grateful to the adults who took the time and used their talents to help me. I am also
grateful to our parishes and schools who charter Scout units, all the more so in these challenging times.
I encourage our parish leaders to assure that capable, qualified Scout leaders are in place. They should
be viewed as part of the youth ministry team.
Second, the standards expected of our Scout leaders apply to all of our other youth workers. We need
men and women who exemplify Christian morality in their own lives and who can inspire the same in
the youth they serve. We are not looking for perfection. On the other hand, blatant behavior that is
inconsistent with Catholic moral teaching, whether in word or deed, and which is resistant to fraternal
correction, cannot be tolerated. Pastors and other parish staff members must exercise due diligence in
the selection and supervision of those who work with our young people.
Third, the Church’s moral standards with regard to human sexuality apply to everyone. However, given
the recent decisions of the Boy Scouts and the U.S. Supreme Court, and the general trend in our
society, it is clear that we must be vigilant to uphold our teaching specifically about homosexuality,
especially where our young people are involved.
Finally, we must maintain a clear distinction between sexual attraction and activity. The BSA resolution,
like much of contemporary society, blurs the issue. We must also be cautious in our own speech,
whether with other adults or youth, when speaking about these matters. All human persons deserve
respect. All human behavior requires discernment.
I appreciate your attention to this matter, even if you are not directly associated with the Boy Scouts of
America. We all work together for the good of God’s people. Thanks for your service.

Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon
Bishop of Joliet-in-Illinois
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YOUR STORY
YEAR OF MERCY

Social Justice Conference
for Young Adults Set for October

ayla Jacobs, the Justice and Peace Coordinator for the
diocesan Office of Human Dignity, has some good news for
young adults who are interested in learning more about
Catholic Social Teaching. She is coordinating a conference on
Oct. 3 at the University of St. Francis (at the Motherhouse) in Joliet.

STORY BY
CARLOS BRICEÑO

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

Contact Kayla Jacobs at
815.221.6252 or
kjacobs@dioceseofjoliet.org

The event, which will take place
from 12:45 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., includes a
keynote speaker, Mass, time to socialize,
dinner, and workshops on various social
justice issues. There is no charge.
“The goal is to bring awareness, build
community among young adults in the
diocese, and gain interest in Catholic
Social Teaching as responsible citizens
and responsible Catholics,” Jacobs said.
The conference, called “The Divine
Mercy Young Adult Conference: In
Preparation for the Year of Mercy,” is a
first for young adults in the diocese.
“The idea is to give general education

about hot-button issues going on in the world
right now, what the Catholic Church teaches
about it, and how we can act upon these issues in
a Catholic way, especially with the Year of Mercy
coming up,” she said.
The Year of Mercy is a reference to Pope
Francis declaring a year to highlight the Catholic
Church’s mission to be a witness of mercy to the
poor and oppressed. The year is scheduled to run
from Dec. 8, 2015, until Nov. 20, 2016.
Some of the workshops that are going to be
held during the conference include discussions
on immigration, prison ministry, the environment,
respect life, poverty, and violence.
The keynote speaker will be Father Tom
Boharic, a priest from the Archdiocese of
Chicago, who has a ministry called “Imago Dei,”
which is a program for youth in Little Village in
Chicago that focuses on arts-intervention and
violence prevention. Imago Dei works with at risk
youth on developmental skills, academic tutoring,
peace circles, and creative art, such as their biannual public mural projects that counter the
gang graffiti in their neighborhood.
As a follow up to the conference the next
events for young adults will be a service day/
trip where participants go out and serve the poor
and vulnerable in the diocese and a legislative
advocacy training event with visits to the local
offices of Congressional representatives. “We need
to get the Catholic word out there and Catholic
morals represented in public policy,” she said.
Jacobs referred to the “two feet of love in
action,” which is the way the Church describes
the two complementary ways people respond to
the call to put love in action: justice and charity.
“We want to work towards social justice, which
addresses the root causes of injustice and creates
long term change and also do acts of charity, that
provides immediate relief to people who are in
need now” she said.
The event will end with a celebration of the
Mass. “The Mass is the source and summit of our
faith and where we get our energy and direction
as we work for the common good,” Jacobs
said. The conference is not only an opportunity
to come together as a community and learn
about important issues of our time but also an
opportunity to pray together for our poor and
vulnerable brothers and sisters.
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YOUR STORY
ANNIVERSARY

Students of the
1965 graduating class
at St. Joseph’s
Catholic School
stand next to
Father Joseph Shimanek.

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL MARKS 90TH YEAR
IN MANHATTAN
BY MARY
BASKERVILLE
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Peggy Cunningham Fay graduated from St.
Joseph’s Catholic School in 1939 and carries fond
memories of both the school and her hometown.
During World War I, her father was a mechanic
and served on the front, along with “a contingent
of men from Manhattan.” When he returned to
Manhattan, he opened a garage and new car
dealership. Rounding the curve on U.S. Route 52
at Manhattan/Monee Road, her father’s name is
still spelled out in concrete above the building on
the east side of the highway.
Her connections to both St. Joseph’s Church
and the school run deep. Her mother, Sara
Boherty, was raised in Ireland and came to
America at the invitation of her uncle, Father
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Patrick McGee, who served as a pastor of St. Joe’s
from 1911 to 1922.
It was here that young Sara met her future
husband, marrying in 1924 at St. Rose of Lima
Church in Chicago. Making their home in
Manhattan, the couple’s daughter, Margaret
“Peggy” Cunningham, started school in St. Joseph
Church. The classrooms of the school were on the
first floor of the church, and there was a convent
on the second floor for the Sisters of St. Francis
of Mary Immaculate, who taught in the school.
Fondly recalling her teachers, Sister Helen and
Sister Alfreda, Peggy said each day started with a
prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Her student years at St. Joe’s were marked by the

Great Depression. Although she was able to
finish all eight years at St. Joe’s, she recalls
losing classmates during the Depression
because families could not continue paying
tuition. “Other children had to go to the
country schools,” she said.
Some 76 years later, Peggy is looking
forward to attending the upcoming
anniversary Mass and dinner celebration on
Sept. 12. She is grateful for the education
she received at St. Joseph’s and said it
prepared her for the rigorous curriculum at
the Madams of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
School in Lake Forest: “It was wonderful,”
she said. “Learning was exciting.”
St. Joseph’s School was dedicated
on Sept. 8, 1925. Today, the school
continues to thrive and serve the families
of Manhattan and the surrounding
communities. “Catholic education of our
children is our primary mission,” said
Father John Lindsey, St. Joe's pastor.
The Franciscan Sisters played a vital
role in educating students “from when
the school opened in 1925 all the way
through 1994.”
On Sept. 13, festivities continue with
the parish picnic on the school grounds.
The school will be open for tours.
The joy of the anniversary celebration is
“bringing back families — they loved our
school,” Father Lindsey said. However, it’s
much broader than just an alumni event:
“this is a parish-wide celebration — we
are looking for as much participation as
possible.”
Franciscan Sisters, Donna Marie and
Bernadine, who taught many years at the
school, will be honored. Alumni who have
been called to a religious vocation will
also be recognized: Father Dan Hoehn,
pastor, St. Michael Parish in Wheaton;
Father Scott Huggins, pastor, Visitation
Parish in Elmhurst; Christian Brother
Kevin Fitzgerald; and Sister Megan
Murray, novitiate of the Servant Sisters of

THE HOPE IS THAT THE RENEWED CONNECTIONS
WITH THE ALUMNI WILL CONTINUE. 'WE WANT TO
BRING OUR ALUMNI TOGETHER AS WE FORM
A NETWORK FOR THE FUTURE.'

the Home of the Mother in Spain.
Earlier this year, the Manhattan area
Chamber of Commerce recognized St.
Joseph School as the Business of the Year.
“What the chamber recognized is the
fact that not only are we a landmark
institution in Manhattan — 90 years
— but they also saw some genuine
strides in our efforts to reach out to the
community,” Father Lindsey said.
The school’s principal, Colleen Domke,
also pointed out other ways the school
has made an impact on the community,
including “eighth graders doing service
hours in the community and organizing a
5K mission run,” Domke said. In addition,
both students and parishioners help
serve meals at Shepherd’s Table in Joliet
on a monthly basis.
“This year, a penny war competition
among the students raised $1,100 for
gift cards given to needy families in the
area,” she added. Every year, St. Joseph’s
students also volunteer assembling and
packing meals for Haiti and other places
around the globe as part of the Feed My
Starving Children program in Aurora.
The hope is that the renewed
connections with the alumni will continue.
“We want to bring our alumni together as
we form a network for the future,” Father
Lindsey said. “We want to keep our
alumni informed of all the good things
happening in our school and parish.”

GO ONLINE
FOR MORE INFORMATION,
INTERESTED PERSONS
ARE INVITED TO CALL THE
SCHOOL AT 815.478.3951 OR
VISIT THE WEB AT
WWW.SJPMANHATTAN.ORG.
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YOUR COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

GLEN ELLYN NATIVE DESIGNS SANCTUARY FOR
POPE FRANCIS’ VISIT TO THE U.S.
STORY BY MICHAEL O. GARVEY

In Philadelphia this September, when Pope Francis
celebrates an outdoor Sunday Mass with some 1,500 priests
and an estimated 1.5 million lay people, he will be standing
in a sanctuary designed by James Lenahan, a Glen Ellyn
native who recently graduated from the University of Notre
Dame with a Master of Architecture degree.
On his first visit to the United States, Pope Francis will
be in Philadelphia for the eighth annual World Meeting
of Families. The Sept. 27 Mass in front of the Philadelphia
Museum of Art will be the gathering’s main event.
Lenahan’s design was selected by the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia from numerous submissions it had invited
from schools of architecture in the United States. “It was
an outstanding opportunity,” said Lenahan, “and it aligned
perfectly with the mission of the Notre Dame School of
Architecture to promote the values of traditional and
classical architecture.”
In Lenahan’s plan, the sanctuary’s backdrop, altar, ambo,
lectern and four ceremonial chairs for the pope and three
deacons were all designed with the theme of the World
Meeting of Families in mind. The altar plan includes two
cross-shaped supports joined at the center, suggestive of
a family united in Christ. “I wanted to reaffirm the family as
a visible sense of God’s presence and love,” Lenahan said.
“While no family is without challenges, a family rooted in
God has great potential for love, joy and fullness of life. I
wanted to incorporate triangular elements which evoke,
solidity and bring to mind the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph.”

PRAYER SERVICE AT
RESURRECTION CEMETERY FOR
ABORTED CHILDREN TO OCCUR
ON SEPT. 12
A national day of remembrance
for aborted children will be
held on Sept. 12 at Resurrection
Cemetery, Romeoville, at 1
p.m. Guests include Auxiliary
Bishop Joseph Siegel and Father
Thomas Loya, the pastor at
Annunciation Byzantine Catholic
Church, Homer Glen. The day
of remembrance will honor the
memory of the more than 50
million unborn victims of abortion
with a solemn prayer service.
For more information, go to
www.abortionmemorials.com.
CATHOLIC JOURNALIST TO
TALK ABOUT POPE FRANCIS IN
EARLY OCTOBER
John Allen, a Catholic journalist,
will be appearing at a Fall
Spirituality Conference on Oct.
3 from 8:30 a.m. until noon at
St. John Neumann Parish, St.
Charles. The topic of his talk is
“All Things Francis.” Allen will
be sharing about Pope Francis’
trip to the U.S. in September.
The talk, sponsored by Mayslake
Ministries, will cost $40 for
general admission and $30 for
clergy/religious. Register online
by going to
www.mayslakeministries.org or
by calling 630.852.9000.
WHEN:
Saturday, October 3, 2015
8:30 a.m.-noon
WHERE:
St. John Neumann Parish
2900 E Main Street,
St. Charles, IL 60174
Northwest corner of Kirk Road
and Main (Route 64)

PORTIUNCULA Center for Prayer
Retreat and Holistic Center
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YOUR COMMUNITY
THINGS TO DO
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COST:
$40 General Admission
$30 clergy and religious

LAST WORD

Sharing God’s Word
through Scripture Study

T

he Biblical Institute of the Diocese of Joliet uses a
structured curriculum that covers every book in the Bible.
The entire program, covering all 73 books of the Catholic

Bible, takes four years. However, the institute just asks for just
a two-year commitment at a time, which covers the foundation
books of both the Old Testament and the New Testament.
The teacher, Joan Gorski, presents the basic Biblical scholarship
necessary for participants to read weekly assignments with
more understanding. Small group discussion and Bible-centered
communal prayer helps participants’ faith grow and deepen. The
classes are two-hours long over 31 weeks. The tuition is $500.
Carlos Briceño recently interviewed Tom Quinlan, the diocesan
director of the Religious Education Office, which sponsors the
institute, for his thoughts on the institute.

TOM QUINLAN

the diocesan
director of
the Religious
Education Office

What has been the impact of the institute
around the diocese?
Our instinct was right in starting this back in
2009. People out there are hungry for Scripture.
They want to know more about the Word of God.
We’ve been able to provide this in-depth study
of Scripture, and people are responding to it all
over the diocese. There are parishes who want
to host it. We have nice-sized groups, and they
are coming away speaking so highly of it as this
wonderful experience that is enriching not only to
their knowledge of Scripture but to their faith life
in general. They just have a richer relationship with
God, knowing God's word so much more deeply.

Tell me about the growth of the institute.
You just added two more sites.
Sites cycle off. We're trying to bring new
ones into different parts of the diocese. So
we're starting Year Two in two sites — Coal City
at Assumption Parish and at St. Matthew's in
Glendale Heights. They are open to new students.
We allow students to come in during Year One
and Year Two. So we hope people will join the
sites in Glendale Heights and in Coal City. We're
not opening a new site this year, but next year
we're looking at opening one or two sites.

How has understanding Scripture
affected your life?
We understand Jesus to be the word made
flesh. So the center of our faith is grounded
in the Word of God, who becomes a person.
The entirety of the Word of God — the Hebrew
Scriptures through to the writings of Paul — are
necessary to enter into a full understanding of
the arc of salvation history and how Jesus is at
the center of it all. Scripture is the ground upon
which we stand as we endeavor to live out our
Catholic faith. Scripture helps us to come to
know God as an active, interested and personal
God, with whom we are invited to have a living
relationship. All this has been the case for me.
The Biblical Institute is a high-quality, intensive
approach to Scripture, which not only provides
people food for their own soul, but we notice
that some who go through the program are
then hungry to feed others. So they are helping
to start or build out a Scripture ministry in their
parishes. That is something we were hoping for
— that it wouldn't be just a ministry for people
as individuals but that they would also become
evangelizers of the Good News of Jesus Christ
through the medium of Word — Scripture — in
their communities, and that is happening!

When and where do classes meet?
Year II (for new students):
• Assumption Parish, Coal City 		
Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m., beginning Sept. 15
• St. Matthew, Glendale Heights,
Thursdays, 7-9 p.m., beginning Sept.17.
Continuing classes: (Years III and IV)
• Sts. Peter and Paul, Naperville, 		
Fridays, 9:15-11:15 a.m., beginning Sept. 4.
• Notre Dame, Clarendon Hills, 		
Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m., beginning Sept. 2.
• St. Anthony of Padua, Frankfort,
Saturdays, 9-11 a.m., beginning Sept. 5.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 630.698.8961 OR EMAIL JOAN GORSKI AT
DR.JGORSKI@GMAIL.COM. OR GO TO THE FOLLOWING WEB
SITE: WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG/REO/ AND CLICK ON
THE BIBLICAL INSTITUTE PAGE.
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