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Dear Parents,
Do you have hope? That’s a good question for this challenging time! With so
much to deal with right now, hope is essential. St. Peter, in the second reading
for Mass this weekend, challenges Christians to be always ready to explain the
reason for our hope. So, what IS our reason?
Jesus promises in this week’s Gospel, “I am in my Father and you are in me and
I in you.” That means God is right inside each of us! If we take Jesus at his word,
we are never alone, no matter what we are going through – and that’s certainly
one of the most reassuring things we can hold onto right now.
All Jesus asks in return is that we love him and keep his commandments.
Basically, we have his indwelling presence because God loves us and we love
God in return. When we keep his commandments, when we love God and love
our neighbor as ourselves, using the Ten Commandments as a guide, we reflect
to others the divine presence inside us, and show what holiness looks like.
This week take a moment to be aware of Jesus’ offer of hope and a path of life to
follow. Help your family to look for signs that God, even now, is with us, offering
his love and calling us to love one another.

“We must not let hope abandon us, because God,
with his love, walks with us. ‘I hope, because God
is beside me’: we can all say this. Each one of us
can say: ‘I hope, I have hope, because God walks
with me.’ He walks and he holds my hand. God
does not leave us to ourselves. The Lord Jesus
has conquered evil and has opened the path of
life for us.” Pope Francis
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Please Rate Us!
Click this image to give our
resource a quick rating.
If you could spend a couple
minutes giving valuable feedback
on a few other questions, we would
be very grateful. Thank you so
much!

Mass This Weekend
We commend you for prioritizing Mass as a family during
the stay-at-home order, and we hope that you have been
able to attend with regularity. If you have not yet found a
Mass, please view this page for Masses across the
diocese, and be sure to check your parish website to see
if live-streaming is now available. You might like to try
Fr. Andy Davy's Mass for kids on Saturday or join Bishop
Pates for Mass on Sunday morning.

LIVE
STREAM

4:00 PM
Saturday 5/16
with Fr. Andy

10:00 AM
Sunday 5/17 with
Bishop Pates

Daily Readings

Gospel Reading - John 14:1-12
Read the Gospel as a family before Mass. Younger
children might enjoy watching this video instead:

Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are truly
present in the Holy Eucharist. I love You
above all things and I want to be with you.
Since I am unable to receive you at Mass,
please Jesus, come into my heart. Be
with me now and never let me be
separated from you. Amen.

"Let us Walk with YOU"
A Listening & Support Session for FAMILIES

Register Here!
Deacon Jim Krueger and Dr. Valerie Maty from
the Office of Family Ministry will facilitate the
Listening session to hear how families are
doing at this time, to listen to their needs, and
to offer support. They look forward to sharing
the conversation with you very soon.
WHEN
TIME
WHERE

May 19, 2020
7:00PM- 8:00PM
On-line /Virtual Session

(Virtual Invite/Link to follow upon Registration)

Sponsored by the
Office of Family Ministry
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Deepen the Relationship
The entire month of May is dedicated to Mary. She is
queen of Heaven and Earth and our mother. Her job is to
bring us to her son Jesus. Last week, we included a
prayer of consecration. This week, we want to encourage
you as parents to help deepen your family's relationship
with Mary.
Pray the rosary. Ask for Mary's intercession. And try any
of these free activities compiled by Look to Him and Be
Radiant throughout the rest of May.

Family Movie Night
FORMED (aka "Catholic Netflix")
has given your family free access
to all of their resources, and you
can stream all of their content 24
hours a day! All familes in the
Diocese of Joliet can access
using blue link.
The 13th Day is a great movie
about Our Lady of Fatima. This
movie is best for families with
older children. Parental
guidance is recommended,

Family Fun - Holy Spirit Maze
Set up chairs, balls, tables, sports equipment, whatever you have to create an
obstacle-course maze either around the house or better yet in the backyard.
One person will be blindfolded and attempt the maze by listening to the voice of
another. Give everyone a turn. Change up the maze to make it more challenging
for the older kids!

Next Level: Now Try Again
Have additional persons interrupting the guide by giving counter directions as the
blindfolded person tries to navigate the maze. The challenge will be for the
blindfolded person to learn to hear and follow only voice of their guide.

Gospel Connection
In today’s Gospel Jesus promised that He would send the Holy Spirit to guide us
and help us grow as his followers and to give us the courage to bring
others to Christ. We need the Holy Spirit as our guide in our everyday lives. If we
listen to what the Spirit tries to tell us, through God’s word we are less
likely to stumble over life’s obstacles.

What were the challenges of navigating the maze?
How did you learn to navigate the maze once the other voices were
allowed into the game?
How does this game reflect the journey of following Christ? And the role of
the Holy Spirit?
LET’S DO IT: The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity and we pray this
truth every time we make the Sign of the Cross. Let us make it our focus this
week to pray this prayer often and ask the Holy Spirit to guide us in our
thoughts, our words, and actions.

Planting Seeds of Hope
This would be a great time to begin to
put in your family garden. As you plant
the seeds together with family
members, talk about how the sprouting
of a seed is a new beginning that will
eventually grow into something
amazing.
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The 10 Commandments
Today's Gospel today begins with Jesus
saying:“If you love me, you will keep my
commandments."
God loves us and cares about us. He gave
us the Ten Commandments so that we
might know how to honor, love and respect
him and every person we meet in our own
lives. God wants us to follow him and be like
him in every way so that his goodness,
reflected in us, shines out to others in the
world.
Read the 10 Commandments in Exodus
chapter 20 (or click the video to the right).
Talk with your children about God's
commandments and about his love for us.
We have also included a coloring page you
might want to print for you children.

Dinner Conversation Tonight
Jesus gave all of us the great commandment - to love God
and to love your neighbor as yourself.
What does it mean to hear the words, “I Love you”?
How do you show people you love them?
What does someone do to show their love for you?
How does God love us?
What does unconditional love look like?
Where do you find hope in the love of others?
During this pandemic where are you finding hope?
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Good Old-Fashioned Phone Call
With all the craziness, who has your family
perhaps neglected to contact? May be you have
been too busy, but nothing says "I care about you"
more than intentional time given to another. Call
your long-lost friend - reach out just to say hello.

Signs of the Times
St. Paul, in the 2nd Reading says, "Always be ready to give an
explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope,but do
it with gentleness and reverence."
Write a short message of hope that you can you share with your
neighbors on a yard sign. Bring a smile to their face and a ray of hope.
Have fun!
We would love to see what you come up with. Be BOLD witnesses of
faith in your neighborhood by including Include a symbol of our Catholic
faith somewhere on the sign or in your message of hope. May God
bless your family and your neighborhood through your family.
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God loves
you and so
do we!

